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CHAPTER SCR 75

CIRCUIT COURT COMMISSIONERS

SCR 75.01 Definitions. SCR 75.05 Continuing education.
SCR 75.02 Appointment;authorization. SCR 75.06 Complaints; discipline.
SCR 75.03 Oath. SCR 75.07 Local court rules.

SCR 75.04 Performance evaluation.

Note: SCR Chapter 75 was created January 1, 1999; amended March 1, 2001; Sep(4) Upon application of a judge within the judicial administra
temberl4, 2001. tive district exercising probate jurisdiction, theief judge may
N . . by order authorize a register in probate to performdh&esof
SCR 7?'0% D.ef'n"t,'ons' In this chapter: acircuit court commissioner in probate matters.

(1) “Chief judge” means the judge appointed under SCR 70.184istory: Sup. Ct. Order N®7-1Q 216 Ws. 2d xxiii (1998), suspended 2184V
for the judicial administrative district. 2d xxi (1998), vacated and recreated 22i%.\®d xiii (1999), supplemented 12-2-98;

(2) “Circuit court commissioner” means a person appoint%ﬁt. Order NoD1-03 2001 WI 13, 241 . 2d xiii; Sup. Ct. Order Nd)0-12

. 1WI 34, 242 Vis. 2d xiii, Sup. Ct. Order N@O-12A 2001 WI 44, 242 V. 2d
underSCR 75.02 (1) and a person authorized under SCR 75.02)(#) correcting Order No. oo—fz_ A

to the limited extent of that authorization. Editor's Note: Supreme Court Order No. 97-1GE)00 WI119, 238 Ws. 2d xiii,

u icai ” filed and ef. 11-7-00 provides:
(3) Supplemental court commissioner” meansperson IT IS ORDERED that, &ctive the date of this ordehe specific duties approved

apPOintedJnder s757.68 (2) stats. by the Supreme Court for purposes of SCR 75.02 are those allowed court eommis
History: Sup. Ct. Order NeB7-10Q 216 Wis. 2d xiii (1998), suspended 2183V  sjonersby statute asf January 1, 1999, 14999 Wsconsin Act 9 Section3054de
2d xxi (1998), vacated and recreated 22i5.VEd xiii (1999). andby 1997 Wsconsin Act 192Sectionl7.

Comment: This chapter applies to persons appointed under SCR 75.02 (1) and t¢omment: Based on s757.69 stats., sub. (2) requires that the order of appoint
personsappointed under §57.68 (2) stats., and authorized by a chief judge undefentenumerate specific duties to be performed. It is not expected that every circuit
SCR 75.02 (3) to perform on a temporary or occasional basis specified duties ofig#rtcommissioner will be authorized to perfoathof the duties allowed court cem
thanthose duties they are authorized by statute to perform on their own autBorityMissionersy statute and approved by the supreme court.
personappointed undes.757.68 (2) stats., may perform duties specified i#%7.69 Subsection (4) is based on's. 757.72 (5), stats.

(2), stats., only on authority delegated by a judge and with the approval of the chief

JUdTgrseO;é?feo#nd;ﬂ?éi?/rgllggst}g?\“;ﬁglgénrﬁglaint procedures in &84 and 75.06 SCR 75.03 Oath. Eachcircuit court commissioner and supple
applyto a circuit court commissiorisrperformance of the duties authorized by théﬂnema_lcourt commissioner Sha” _take and file thioadl oath 'n_
chiefjudge, however limited. Continuing education requirements set forth in SdRe office of the clerk of the circuit court of the county for which

75.05apply tocircuit court commissioners appointed under SCR 75.02 (1) and to cippointedbefore performing any duty of thefiok.

cuit court commissioners authorized under SFR02 (3) who spend 40 or more History: Sup. Ct. Order N&7-10Q 216 Ws. 2d xxiii (1998), suspended 2184V
hoursperyear on duties authorized by a chief judge. This chapter does not appl o o e ~ ’

personsappointed by one or more circuit judges under s. 757.68 (2), stats., Who)%&é(x' (1998?’ vgcated ar?d recreated 10-15-981efl-99.

notauthorized to perform activitiexther than those specified in s. 757.69 (3), stats., Comment: This rule reiterates the language 0757.68 (1)and(2), stats.
or to registers in probate authorized by a chief judge under SCR 75.02 (4) to perform

theduties of a circuit court commissioner in probate matters. SCR 75.04 Performance evaluation. (1) The director of

. o . statecourts shallestablish a standard procedure for the regular
SCR 75.02 Appointment; authorization. (1) Thechief eyajyationof the jobperformance of circuit court commissioners,
judgeof a judicial administrative district shall appoint within theyhjch shall include minimum performance standard a circuit
?'Sér.ng.afS ?UIZOFIZEd.b.y ?\@ﬁicfefs ?f the COéth tt?1 p%'ffo”P lim %ourtcommissioner must meet to be certified as qualified.
ltedjudicial and quasi—judicial functions under the direclion and 5y e chief judgeshall appoint annually one or more super
authorityof the chief judge and judges of the circuit. These of visi(ng);judges forjeagh circutiF:)ourt commis)gioné’he superv'rs?
cersof the court shall be se'lecged on the ba_3|s pf mer't.thrOUQIithudge or judgeshall communicate responsibilities and perfor
processapproved by the chief judged the circuit court judges \ahce opjectives to the commissioner and shall evaluate
on the counties in which thefafers will serve. The chief judge 5nn a1y pursuant to the procedures and performanardards
may appoint, under this subsectiamly persons who are licensedggiaplishedinder sub(1), the performance of each circuit court
to practice law in this state, aregood standing, and who havecqnmissioneunder his, her or their supervision. Eervising
beenlicensed to practice law in any state for 3 years immediatgfyjge or judges shallecommend to the chief judge whether the
beforethe appointment, except as otherwise providesitaiute. Gjrcyit court commissioner should be certified as qualified te con

(2) (a) The chief judge shall, by ordewuthorize eacperson tinuein that ca_p_acity in the su_cceeding yegahe r_ecomr_nendation
appointedunder sub. (1) to perform one or more spedfities ©f the supervising judge or judges shall be in writing and sup
allowed court commissioners by statute and approvedHey Portedby reasons and shall incluiedings regarding all of the
supremecourt. following:

(b) When a new duty afircuit court commissioners is created (&) Whether the circuitcourt commissioner has met or
by statute, the director of state courts shall submit the stattite to€xceededhe minimum performance standards established under
supremecourt for its consideration. If the court does not expressiib-(1)-
approveor disapprovehe duty or extend the time for its consider  (b) Whether the circuit court commissioner is subject to any
ationwithin 30 days of its submission, the statutory duty will bdisciplinary order which forbids him or her to act inqaasi-
deemedapproved byhe court and may be considered a duty thitdicial capacity or iscurrently suspended or removed from
may, by order of the chief judge, be assigned to court commissidgiifice.
ers. (c) Whether the circuit court commissionémrequired todo

(3) The chief judge mayy ordey authorize asupplemental so,has complied with SCR 70.36 (&hd 75.05 and has attended
courtcommissioner to perform on a temporary or occasioasis  SPecificeducational programs recommended by the chief judge.

oneor more specific duties allowed court commissionerstay (3) The chief judgeypon considering the recommendation of
ute and approved by the supreme court. the supervising judge or judges, shall certify annually each circuit
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courtcommissioner as qualified to act in that capacity or deny thagal education program approved by the board of bar examiners.
certification. The chief judge may not certify any circuit courtThe judicial education committee shall determine the amount of
commissioners qualified unless fimative findings havéeen creditawarded for attendance at a national program.
madeunder sub. (2) (a) an@) and a negative finding has been History: Sup. Ct. Order N®@7-1Q 216 Ws. 2d xxiii (1998), suspended 2184V

madeunder sub. (2) 2d xxi (1998), vacated and recreated 22k V¥d xiii (1999).
History: Sup. Ct. Order N®@7-1Q 216 Ws. 2d xxiii (1998), suspended 2183V Comment: SCR 31.05 (4) requires that the board of bar examiners allow partici
2d xxi (1998), vacated and recreated 225 VEd xiii (1999). pationin activities approved by the judicietlucation committee to be used to satisfy

. . - LE requirements for attorneys.
Comment: Unless the circuit court commissioner has met minimum performange a 4

standardsgcomplied with rules relating to education and prodeatision making and . L )

is not under ethical sanctions, he or she cannetliéiied as qualified to dischgg = SCR 75.06 Complaints; discipline. (1) A person may file
thefunctions of the dice. Local jurisdictions may use members of the bar and civi ; ; ; ; feai
andconsumer groups to assist the supervigidge in the evaluation process. Under& ,Complamt, regardmg th(:) Condl’,'Ct Qf,a circuit (.:mqmnmlssmner.
SCR75.01, this section applies to supplemental court commissioners authorized¥i§h the chiefjudge or with the judicial commission. The chief
achief judge under SCR 75.02 (3) to perform specified duties on a temporary-or ogeige or adesignee of the chief judge shall advise any complain

sionalbasis. antof the right to file a complaint with the judicial commission.
SCR 75.05 Continuing education. (1) A circuit court com Notwithstanding the jurisdiction of the judiciebmmissionthe
missionershall maintain and improve professional competené&ief judge may discipline aircuit court commissioner as pro
by participating in programs of continuimglucation designed for videdin sub. (2).

circuit court commissioners and by participating in lan@énta (2) The chief judge is responsible for disciplining circuit court
tion programs, which may include mentoring by circuit coutommissionerswithin the judicial administrative district with
judges. respectto their quasi—judicial activities and for determining the
(2) A person appointed as a circuit court commissioner undggverityof the discipline, including removal. The determinations
SCR75.02 (1) shall comply with all of the following: of the chief judge shall be in writing and set forth the reasons for
(a) Earn at least 60 education credits each period of 6 yearditgm. The chief judge shall consider information and recommen
participatingin continuing education programs. dationsfrom thesupervising judge or judges when making those

re than 30 education credlg&{€rminations.
eVéE))IZEy%rQI’QOt less than 10 nor mo History: Sup. Ct. Order Nd®7-1Q 216 Ws. 2d xxiii (1998), suspended 2183V

. . . . 2d xxi (1998), vacated and recreated 22k V¥d xiii (1999).
(c) If employed full-time in that capacitgarn credits only by
participatingin continuing education programs approved by th§cRr 75,07 Local court rules. (1) The circuit court judges of
judicial education committee. any county may establish any of the followinglasal court rules:

(d) If not employed full-time in that capacityarn not more i ; P
than40 of the required 60 credits in any 6-year period by partigor(r?r)niEsuifr?el?gwsgi;r(tjii{ﬁ:lrctl%lgys!no% tchéggthorlty of circuit court

tingi tinuing legal educati roved by the . . - .
Eg&:?gc;?bcg,ney;mi%;ga education programs app y (b) Guidelines for decision making by circuit court comimis

. joners.
(3) A person authorized under SCR 75.02 (3) to perform-spetc‘ﬂ .
fied duties of a circuit court commissioner on a temporary orocca (2) All local court rules established under sub. (1) shall be
sionalbasis shall earn not less than 3 educatiedits in programs adoptedunder s753.35(2), stats., shall be consistent with statutes
approved by the judicial education committeariyyear in which andsupreme court rules, and shall be approved by the chief judge.

i i History: Sup. Ct. Order N®®7-1Q 216 Ws. 2d xxiii (1998), suspended 2183V
the performance of those duties requires 40 or more hours. xxi (1098), vacated and recreated 225 Vd xii (1999).

. . . 2
(4) In this SeC_tIOI’I, one credit '_S awarded for each ha"‘,daY Oq:(:omment: The guidelines established under sub. (1) (b) may not interfere with the
attendanceat an in—state education program or at a continuingcision-makingliscretion of circuit court commissioners in individual cases.
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